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For many people, the offering is a very important part of the worship service.
The act of putting your gift to the church into the offering plate is an act of
worship. I know that many of you take this motion very seriously. It is a direct
expression of your faith and your love for God and your love for your church.
Because of COVID restrictions we have been leaving out this part of the worship service for the
last two years. And it feels like something has been missing in worship. We now know that the
COVID virus is not spread by contact with surfaces, or by “fomite” transmission. In conversation
with the Church Council and in consultation with our Church Reopening Team, starting this
month, we have decided that it is safe to resume the “passing of the plate” during worship.
Either the usher or the acolyte will take on the role of passing the plates to you as they move
down the aisle.
Many of you contribute to Bethlehem through electronic means, and, of course, this a very
helpful way to give because it ensures a steady income stream for our monthly cash flow. God
bless you all for that! The good news is that our giving has remained strong throughout this
pandemic. Bethlehem is in a good place financially, thanks to your faithful and generous
financial giving.
But for those who prefer to give the “old fashioned” way, you will now be able to put that
offering envelope directly in the plate. The offering will be included as part of your worship
experience at Bethlehem. However you choose to give, thank you all for the great support that
you have continued to show to our church over these difficult months.
Peace and Blessings,

Pastor Rich
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February 6

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]

Psalm 138

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Luke 5:11-1

Jeremiah 17:5-10

Psalm 1

1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Luke 6:17-26

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Psalm 37:1-11,
39-40

1 Corinthians 15:35-38,
42-50

Luke 6:27-38

Exodus 34:29-35

Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2

Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]

5th Sunday
after Epiphany

February 13
6th Sunday
after Epiphany

February 20
7th Sunday
after Epiphany

February 27
Transfiguration
of our Lord



Tuesday Bible Study – We continue to meet on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. at
the Croixdale Residence in Bayport. We do this so that it is convenient for some
residents join us. They add so much to our conversations. We are currently reading
the book, “Open and Relational Theology” by Thomas J. Oord. This book is creating
a lively dialogue about how God works in the world today. Some people are reading the book at home and discussing it online. Please let Pastor Rich know if you
would like to get involved.



Connection Conversations – After worship on Sunday mornings, during the
education hour, we have been gathering in the forum room for conversation about
important topics of the day. We also include the biblical perspective on these issues. We follow a bible study program called, “The Wired Word”. Watch for the
featured topic in the weekly invitation to worship. You can join in person or on
ZOOM.



Contemplative Prayer – Every Friday morning at 8:00 a.m. a group gathers on
ZOOM for Centering Prayer. We take time to check in with each other. We discuss
a focus verse for the week. We spend time in silent prayer. And we discuss themes
from a book on Centering Prayer. Anyone is welcome to join at any time. Please
contact Pastor Larson with your email address so that you can receive a ZOOM
invitation.
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We will be packing baby kits for Lutheran World Relief and could recycle a few
items you may have at home!



- used light colored plain t- shirts to make into diapers
-used flannel sheets to make into receiving blankets

Thanks!

Because of current health guidelines, our quilters will not be meeting in February.
In January we “re-adapted” in order to continue making quilts. Thanks to those
who have taken home fabric to work on which has included:
 miscellaneous “wrinkly” fabric to iron;
 cutting fabric into squares;
 sewing the squares together into a quilt top.
When we can gather again we will put a lining and backing to the top and tie it
together. Our quilts go to Lutheran World Relief, our graduating high school seniors
and wherever else they are needed. We were just able to give 8 child size quilts to
our Pony Preschool.
We are always looking for more volunteers to work at home or when we gather
(usually on the Third Thursday of the month, 9:00am). We also have backing sheets
that need the top and bottom seams taken out which can be done at home.
If you can tie a knot, and enjoy a good conversation, laughter, maybe a pricked finger and a beverage break, you have the qualifications to be a part of this ministry.
Lots of help is needed.
If you have any questions, please feel free to call Mary Olson, 439-7652 or Mary
Trenda, 439-5478.

End of the year Annual Giving Statements were recently mailed out. If you have any
questions, please reach out to Joy Montgomery or the office.
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Go to our website
https://www.bethlehemstar.org
 Navigate to the Giving Page, click on “Giving” at the top of any page.
Education



Outreach

Giving

Contact Us

You will be routed to an updated webpage where you can create an account,
choose where you wish your donations be allocated or make single donations.

Wednesday, Feb. 2nd

7:00 PM: Chapel Choir

Wednesday, Feb. 9th

6:00 PM: Bridge of Harmony
7:00 PM: Chapel Choir

Wednesday, Feb. 16th

7:00 PM: Chapel Choir

Wednesday, Feb. 23rd

6:00 PM: Bridge of Harmony
7:00 PM: Chapel Choir

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, on March 2. Plan to join us at Noon or
7pm for worship as we reflect upon the meaning of ashes. Lenten
Mid-Week Worship will take place at 7pm on each Wednesday during
Lent. A full schedule is posted on our website www.bethlehemstar.org
and will be shared in the March Newsletter.

Patricia Johnson will be celebrating 95th birthday on March 15. If anyone would like
to send her a card that would be great.
Patricia Johnson
Prescott Rehab and Nursing Home
1505 Orrin Road
Prescott, WI 54021
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2/1 Mary Lou Friedrich
2/4 Larry Leis
2/5 Janet Radke
Thomas Sigstad
2/6 Ryan Larson
2/7 Kirsten Hogberg
2/8 Becky Grams
2/9 Ann Gilman
Lyn Jewell
2/9 Bob Johnson
Kristi Mahnke
2/10 Judy Jourdan
Austin Mevissen

2/11
2/14
2/15
2/19
2/21
2/23
2/25
2/26

2/27

Melvin Aderman
Mike Martin
Sean Doucette
Charlie Clements
Brian Reier
Peter Soderstrom
Matthew Bell
Beth Hogberg
Lindsey Beberg
Paul Harris
Sadie Mevissen
Wyatt Deleo
Cindy Pilquist

2/28 Miles Erichsen
Julie Grams

Happy
Birthday !

Thank you to everyone for your donations and purchases that made our modified
COVID-year Bethlehem Boutique possible.
In spite of needing to cancel the Cafe and the Cookie Box events, we were still able
to raise almost $4000 for Bethlehem. Some of the money had already been put to
use to help cover the cost of choir masks and to begin scholarship funding for students planning to attend the annual National Youth Conference this summer.
Please talk to a member of BLCW if you see a need that we can help fund.
Submitted by
Ginny Peulen, BLCW Treasurer

On behalf of those who rely on Community Thread programs and services, thank you
for supporting the vision of a community where all people are engaged, enriched
and connected. Thank you for your gifts to support Community Thread’s Holiday
Hope Program. Your contributions helped provide HOPE to all who turned to us during this past holiday Season. A quote from a client,
“I can’t thank you enough. You met me at the tie of need and wiped away
my tears. As I was thinking o fhow to get my kids gifts, you showed up and
solved my problems. THANK YOU to all the people who made it possible!”
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Once again we would like to express our gratitude to the people in our community
who care for our kids, who work to keep us healthy, and to those who work so hard
to keep us safe. This month we would like to provide a morning “Coffee Break” to
the Bayport Police Department. In the middle of this month we will deliver treats
and coffee from Bread Art to the break room where the cops check in each day. We
want them to know that we appreciate their work. We anticipate that the cost for
the “treat” will be about $200 to $250. If you would like to contribute to the “treat”
please send contributions to the church or give to Pastor Rich. Checks can be made
out to the Bethlehem Lutheran Church Youth and Family Fund. In the memo put
“police treat”. Thanks.
P.S. The fire department will be next!!

All are invited to join February's Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light Community
Connector webinar to learn about the top effective actions you can take, how to
create a climate action plan, and how engaging climate action can grow your
congregation. MNIPL can help you re-invigorate your congregation's response to the
climate crisis and make 2022 a banner year of action for your Green Team.
What: From Angst to Action: Help Your Congregation
Respond to Climate Change Zoom
When: Tuesday, Feb. 1 at 7:00 pm CT on Zoom
Sign up:

https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/from_angst_to_action

Next month we will be participating the “Planting Hope Campaign” of the St. Paul
Area Synod (SPAS). This is a synod-wide campaign to bring the ELCA churches
together to support congregations that are struggling, to help raise leaders for our
churches, to
develop ways to reach out to our neighbors, and to start a new
community outreach in East St. Paul in conjunction with Lutheran Social Services.
The church council is working on a plan to help raise funds for this campaign along
with additional funds needed for future upgrades and maintenance on our church
building. Stay tuned and watch for announcements with more information.
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-"A Prayer for Caregivers and Others Who Support the Sick" (ELW, p. 85)
(copied from ELCA Facebook page)
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In Partnership with God,
with each Other,
with the World!

