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Dear Friends in Christ,

The St. Paul Area Synod is conducting an exciting campaign to raise funds for a
number of ministries in the synod. It is called the “Planting Hope” campaign. This
campaign has four major goals.

1. To train members of congregations to learn how to invite our neighbors to
be closer to God and to become a part of our churches.
2. To renew some congregations in our synod in parts of the city that really
need ministry, but these churches are struggling and they need help from
their neighboring congregations.
3. To raise up a new generation of leaders, pastors, interns, and youth workers
to guide our churches into the future.

4. To start a new social service ministry on the East Side of St. Paul. This ministry
will be headed up by Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota. It will provide much
needed services to people who are struggling in our side of the Twin Cities.
Our church council is working out a plan to invite you to participate in this campaign by either
making a one-time gift to the St. Paul Area Synod, or by spreading out your gift over a period of
three years.
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The church council also realizes that our church will have a number of building and
maintenance issues coming up in the near future, so we plan to couple this campaign with
our own campaign to raise money for the Building Fund.
The two-fold campaign will begin on Sunday, March 20, with guest preacher Justin Grimm
from the St. Paul Area Synod. We will then promote the campaign, covering the four
different goals, for four weeks. Justin Grimm will explain in more detail what this campaign
is about. And he will encourage us to see how we fit into the larger picture of the church.
“We are Church Together” with 120 other congregations. Together we are the Body of
Christ in the St. Paul area. Please support this campaign in whatever way you can. We
know that times have been rough, so we will just do what we can, by God’s grace.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Rich

March 6

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading Gospel

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Romans 10:8b-13

Luke 4:1-13

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17--4:1

Luke 13:31-35

Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Luke 13:1-9

Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm 32

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Luke 15:1-3,
11b-32

First Sunday
in Lent

March 13
Secon Sunday
in Lent

March 20
Third Sunday
in Lent

March 27
Fourth Sunday
in Lent

Karl will be working in the church, each week day for a couple hours
starting around 4:00 p.m. Karl lives in Bayport with his family. His wife and
daughter work for the Pony Pre-School. Please let the church office know
if you see something in the building that needs attention.
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More Council Members needed. We have three vacancies on the Church Council that
we would like to fill (for one, two, or three year terms). Please see President Ben
Crowder if you would like to serve.
Next council meeting is Tuesday, March 15 at 6:30 p.m.

Want to join the new BLC Building and Maintenance Committee? Please see Council
President Ben Crowder if interested.
The first meeting will be held Tuesday, March 8 at 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study is held every Tuesday at the Croixdale Residence in
Bayport, in the Club Room. All are welcome to come anytime. No preparation or
special knowledge required!

Centering Prayer is held on Friday mornings a 8:00 a.m. See Pastor Rich to get a ZOOM invitation.

Sundays after worship, stay for “Connection Conversations” in the Forum Room
where we apply biblical perspectives to important issues of the day. Stay logged in a
ZOOM and join us after worship.

3/1
3/2
3/8

Tasia-Violet Aubin
Mandi Thompson
Cynthia Huhnke
Marie Bennett
Lillian Knothe
Sandy Ness
Christopher Staloch
Claudia Stow
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3/11

3/13
3/14

John Forcier
Camden Melville
Corrie Mevissen
Lauren Oseland
Andrew Larson
Mark Schoolman
Carol Anderson
Jerry Lehrer

3/15
3/16
3/17

3/18
3/19

Pat Johnson
Rachel Peulen
Samuel Gallichant
Erin Crowder
Marv Friedrich
Bob Olson
Zane Genz
Jim Boettcher
George Siegfried
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3/20
3/23
3/25
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/31

John McCarthy
Renee Beberg
Linda Forcier
Izabella Riascos
Sarah Leis
Matt Dahlen
Marilyn Akey
Jenny Schoolman
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A training session in “Spiritual Listening” will be held on Tuesday, March 1, led by
synod staffer, Rolf Lowerberg-DeBoer. This two-hour session will help us listen to each
other as we emerge from the pandemic and seek to re-engage our members. Sound
interesting? See Pastor Rich to receive a ZOOM invitation.
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May God give you: For every storm, a rainbow, For every tear, a smile, And or every care, a
promise, And a blessing in each trial. For every problem life sends, A faithful friend to share,
For every sigh, a sweet song, And an answer for each Prayer.

The last several years A Day for Making Comfort has been held on the 4th Saturday of
January. This year of 2022 it will be held on Saturday, March 19, at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church in Stillwater (1616 W Olive St). It is a day when women from
throughout the Saint Paul Area Synod gather to complete comforters to be given to
those in need both locally and internationally. No experience is needed. The time
will be 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Come for the whole time, for just an hour or for whatever
amount of time works for you. Bring a lunch if you will be there around noon. Bring
a friend and enjoy the fellowship while making a difference in the world.
You may call BLCW Quilt leaders with questions.

We will have guest preacher, Rev. Lusungu Msigwa on Sunday, March 27. He will give
us updates on the Bega Kwa Bega partnership with the Image Parish. He will also be
available after worship during the education hour to tell more stories about how
things are going in Tanzania. Pastor Msigwa has been our translator for the six trips
that we have made to the Iringa Diocese. He has become a good friend. Pastor
Msigwa is completing his Masters Degree in Congregational Leadership and Mission at
Luther Seminary. He hopes to graduate in May of this year.

If you feel that your child is ready to receive Holy Communion and is ready to learn
more about it, there will be First Communion classes on Wednesday evenings, March
30, April 6, and April 13. Generally young people are ready by the time they are in
2nd grade, but the discretion is left up to the parents. Class will be held from 6:00 p.m.
to 6:45 p.m. in the Forum Room. Parents are encouraged to attend along with their
kids. Please contact Pastor Rich in order to get signed up.
First Communion is currently scheduled to be held at the
Maundy Thursday service, April 14, at 7:00 p.m.
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The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, March 2. A solemn day that we
become more in touch with our human frailty and our dependence upon God. We
receive the ashes in the sign of the cross to remind us that “whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s”. (Romans 14) We will also share the Lord’s Supper on that
day. Two services, at noon and 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
March 9

March 16

March 23

March 30

April 6

This year you will be invited to come forward if you wish for “Prayer Around the
Cross”, (a practice modelled after the service at Holden Village). There will also be a
“Prayer Station” each week for you to reflect upon a particular prayer concern and
participate in a brief prayer activity. Our music will be from the “Holden Village Evening
Prayer” by Marty Haugen.
All services will also be on ZOOM so you can participate from home if you wish.

To contribute to the more somber mood of Lent we make a few adjustments to the
service. We remove the candelabras. We don’t put any flowers on the altar. We refrain
from using the word “Alleluia”. We sing just the “Kyrie” and not the Hymn of Praise. The
words of the Confession and Forgiveness are more focused on the reality of sin. We use
a different refrain when we read the Gospel lesson. “Return to the Lord your God…”
May these small changes help you have a more meaningful Lenten worship experience.
We then look forward to the return of color, joyous music, flowers, and many alleluias
when Easter Day arrives!

LOOKING AHEAD – on Palm Sunday this year we will be participating with a number of
other local congregations in a community celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. We will meet at 10:00 a.m. at the bridge in downtown Stillwater. We will
sing some hymns together, hear some readings and prayers, march across the bridge
waving our palm branches, and have Holy Communion together. Worship at BLC that
day will be moved to 8:00 a.m. instead of the usual 9:00 a.m. service so that people
have time to get downtown for the service. COME JOIN IN THE FUN and make a
statement to the community that God is alive among us!
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Mid-Week Wednesday
WednesdaySe rvices
Se rAsh Wednesday
March 3 - Noon & 7pm




March 9 - 7pm
March 17 - 7pm
March 24 - 7pm

Sundays in Lent - 9am






March 6 - First Sunday of Lent
March 13 - Second Sunday of Lent
March 20 - Third Sunday of Lent
March 27 - Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 30 - Fifth Sunday of Lent

Holy Week
Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 10 - 8 am Worship
10:00 a.m. meet at the bridge in downtown Stillwater

Maundy Th ursday
Thursday, April 14 - Noon and 7pm Worship
First Communion

Good Friday
Friday, April 15 - 7pm Worship

Easte r Saturday Vigil
Saturday, April 16 - 7pm Worship

Easte r Sunday
Sunday, April 17 - 9 am Worship
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Our week to serve at the “Hope for the Journey Home” homeless shelter will be
March 20-26. Volunteers are needed to help serve meals, and possibly do an overnight shift. If you would like to participate please contact Pastor Rich. We will send
you a link to sign up online. You can find out more about the program by going to the
Guardian Angels Catholic Church website and searching for “Hope for the Journey
Home”.
https://valleyoutreachmn.org/minnesotafoodshare-campaign/

FoodShare March Campaign

Only New Will Do
Every Spring, Valley Outreach participates Socks and Undies Drive
in the biggest statewide food and fund
drive of the year, the Minnesota
FoodShare March Campaign. We partner
with local businesses, faith communities,
community groups, and individuals.
TOP 10 MOST NEEDED ITEMS 2022
1. Cooking Oil
2. Spices / Seasonings
3. Condiments
4. Rice
5. Pasta
6. Canned Meats
7. Ready To Eat Soups
8. Personal Hygiene Products
9. Diapers (Sizes 5 & 6)
10. Household Paper Items

The Only New Will Do Socks and
Underwear Drive is a reinvention of our
popular Undie Sunday Week. We
distribute thousands of pairs of socks and
underwear in all sizes and styles for every
member of the family every year. Since October 1, 2021 (the start of our fiscal year),
we’ve distributed more than 13,780 pairs
of new socks and underwear. This year we
have a $5,000 challenge gift that we’re
hoping we can double!
Important note about drive-up donations:
If you donate other clothing with a socks &
undies donation, please keep them
separate and let the volunteer attendant
know which bags have socks & undies in
them. Our team can get these items out to
clients quicker that way!

DRIVE UP SERVICE HOURS
Drive-up donation hours:
Monday: 9:30 – 11:30 am
Tuesday / Thursday: 1:30 – 6:30 pm
(please arrive 20 minutes prior to close)
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All orders must be received no later than Wednesday, April 6.

Easter Memorial Garden 2022
You are invited to place a plant order for this year’s “Memorial Garden”.
The plants will be arranged on the altar area of the sanctuary on Easter Sunday
Dedications will be printed in the Easter Sunday Bulletin
*Please

send payments to
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
490 4th St. N,
Bayport, MN 55003

To make alternate arrangements for Pick-up

Tulip

Easter Lily
White

White - Yellow - Lavender

Assorted Pinks

Azalea

Hydrangea

$10.00

$11.00

$15.75

$22.75

$21.00

_____

_____

_____

Pink _____

$

Blue _____

$

Colors Vary

Chrysanthemum

Sub-TOTAL

contact the office at office.blcbayport@gmail.com

White _____
Yellow _____
Lavender

Pink - Blue

$

Given By

Amount
Enclosed

email/phone

$

In Memory of

In Honor of
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Place Label here
490 N 4th Street • Bayport, MN 55003
http://www.bethlehemstar.org

Bethlehem
Lutheran
Church
Office • office.BLCBayport@gmail.com • Main: 651-439-3450
Pastor Rich Larson • pastor.BLCBayport@gmail.com • Cell: 651-485-8676
Sharon Follingstad• Worship and Mjusic • music.BLCBayport@gmail.com • 651-439-3450 ext. 13
• 651-439-3450 ext. 13
• CYF Director (Children, Youth and Families ) • CYF.BLCBayport@gmail.com

In Partnership with God,
with Each Other,
with the World!

