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This is my last monthly newsletter message and the reality is starting to sink in. I
will be retiring at the end of May. There is so much yet to do, so many people to
connect with and thank, so many “ducks to get in a row” before I leave. So,
please forgive me if I seem a little overwhelmed at times. It is a sign of 26 years
of working together, interacting with each other, ministry, worship, pastoral
care, learning, serving. These kinds of things don’t come to an end simply or
quickly.
First of all I want to thank all of you for starting to come back to worship. Holy Week and Easter
was a great sign of the gathering of the church once again. The last few Sundays during March
and April have been like a big family reunion of people who haven’t seen each other for a long
time. And it has felt really good to be together. So I’m very thankful for that. As you move into
the future together as a congregation I hope and pray that this growth continues.
I am very excited about my final Sunday with you on May 22. There is a celebration planned
after worship and I’m letting others take care of that, of course. But I am focusing on the
morning worship service. It will truly be a celebration of music and worship and the BLC faith
community. Both of our choirs will be sharing a song. Former worship and music leaders, Emily
Bruflat and David Lim, along with our current interim musician, Dan Baumgartner, will be
present. We will also have some instrumentalists to enhance our worship. I will try not to
preach too long so that the service doesn’t go for two hours!!!
There is one more difficult subject, but an important one. After I leave Bethlehem and retire I will
not be available to do any pastoral acts or have any involvement in church issues/activities/
ministries. We do this in the church out of respect for the new pastor coming in, so that the new
pastor can begin his or her work without any interference from the presence of the previous pastor. This is especially important when there has been an unusually long tenure such as mine.
There is a letter from the bishop of the St. Paul Area Synod in this newsletter that spells this out
more clearly. This will be hard for all of us. We can still have friendships and social connections
outside of church, but let’s all do our best to abide by these protocols and policies put before us.
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Finally all I can say is that I truly love you all. You have been a great congregation to
work with. We have been partners in ministry and mission together for 26 years.
We’ve walked together through many transitions, challenges, and exciting opportunities.
Now it is time for a new pastoral leader. And I am very excited for you as you take on
the new challenges of being the church in this world with a fresh perspective.
Peace and Blessings,

Pastor Rich

Good day, fellow members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

As we approach the month of May, we are reminded of the fact that Pastor Rich is retiring. We will definitely enjoy these last few weeks with Pastor Rich.
I would like to update you as to where things are at currently in our search for a new
pastor. Right now, I and the executive council are preparing to negotiate terms with an
interim pastor. This interim pastor would not arrive here until the middle of July. So,
for now we are looking towards a bridging pastor until the interim pastor is available to
step in and serve our congregation. We are still in the first phase of this process.
Over the month of May, we will be having some listening sessions with members to
make sure that all are heard during this time of transition. We must remember that
this is the time for all to be heard. Your input is vital to all future decisions here at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. This isn’t just my church its OUR church. Together in
Christ we move forward.
Peace, hope and understanding to you all. Remember, the toughest part of any journey
is the first step. Let’s walk together.

Ben Crowder
Council President
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Brothers and Sisters at Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
You will soon celebrate well the retirement of Pastor Richard Larson and I want to offer
some guidance on what Pastor Richard Larson may and may not do in retirement.
Retirement is not significantly different than the change experienced when any pastor
takes a call to a new congregation.

Pastor Richard Larson may no longer preside at weddings, funerals, or baptisms for members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, whether those services occur at the church or in
some other setting. The retiring pastor is not to make pastoral calls on those who are ill or
going through a difficult time. He is to refrain from “running the business” of the congregation. If asked to preside at such celebrations, you can count on your retired pastor
saying gently but firmly – “I am no longer the pastor at Bethlehem Lutheran Church and
now it is time for you to ask one of the other pastors to preside at this service.”
A retired pastor and spouse are to join a new congregation where they may volunteer
their gifts within a new setting. Retired pastors may serve as interim pastors or take on
other responsibilities at the request of the bishop.
A congregation can best support a retired pastor by not asking him to take on roles that
are no longer allowed. It is very awkward for a retired pastor to have to be the one to
decline such roles that were once an honored part of congregational service. Former
parishioners may certainly invite a retired pastor to community gatherings apart from the
congregation, or share friendships that are no longer bound to the pastor-member
relationship. The delicate part, however, is to release the retired pastor from the work of
leading the congregation, bearing the burdens of members, or planning for the
congregation’s future.
Your next settled pastor may contact Pastor Richard Larson, if there are occasions where
his presence would be appropriate back in the congregation he formerly served.
And one more thing. What all may do is pray for one another in the Body of Christ. A
retired pastor may certainly continue to pray for those with whom he or she has served. A
congregation may give thanks to God for faithful leaders in their history. All may pray in
times of joy and sadness, new beginnings and important endings.

I hope these words provide the guidance you seek.
Yours in God’s service –
Bishop Patricia Lull
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May 2

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading Gospel

Acts 8:26-40

Psalm 22:25-31

1 John 4:7-21

John 15:1-8

Acts 10:44-48

Psalm 98

1 John 5:1-6

John 15:9-17

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

Psalm 1

1 John 5:9-13

John 17:6-19

Acts 2:1-21

Psalm 104:24-34,
35b

Romans 8:22-27

John 15:26-27;
16:4b-15

Isaiah 6:1-8

Psalm 29

Romans 8:12-17

John 3:1-17

5th Sunday
of Easter

May 9
6th Sunday
of Easter

May 16
7th Sunday
of Easter

May 23
Day of Pentecost

May 30
The Holy Trinity

–
A memorial service in celebration of God’s Grace in the life of our
previous pastor, Rev. Paul Howell Harris, will be held at Easter
Lutheran Church in Eagan on Sunday afternoon, May 1 at 2:00 p.m.

Paul Howell Harris

Easter has two campuses. Please note that the location of the service
has been changed to 4200 Pilot Knob Road, Eagan, MN 55122, the
“Hill Campus”, not the “Lake Campus”.

Pastor Harris was pastor here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church from 1984 to 1994. He over
saw the building of the Connection, the purchase of our pipe organ, and the beginning of
our relationship with the Image Lutheran Parish in Tanzania. Pastor Harris and his wife
Sally joined our church a few years ago. Pastor Larson will be preaching at the service.
Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me,
And in God’s house forevermore
my dwelling place shall be.
-Psalm 26:6 in Scottish Meter
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Make sure you join us on May 22 beginning with worship at 9am.
Then stay for the celebration!
It is certain to be a special day filled with
music, fellowship, memories and gratitude!

Overview of May 22, 2022 at BLC


9:00am



10:30am Coffee and Program in The Connection



11:00am Lunch and Conversation in Fellowship Hall

Service in the Sanctuary
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–
We are excited to confirm four students this year, Abby Odebrecht, Reese Young,
Rylan Oachs, and Sam Gallichant. Please include these young people in your
prayers as they confirm their faith. Special thanks goes out to Jenny Schoolman,
confirmation coordinator, for all her hard work and dedication. And to the confirmation helpers, Nora Tahtinen, Mary Pilquist, and Bob Johnson, thank you, thank
you, thank you.

Thank you for all the ways you have helped.
Over $4,000 has been sent from our church to Lutheran World Relief for relief for
Ukraine. See the letter in this newsletter from LWR thanking us for one of the
checks from our church. This letter nicely spells out how our gifts are used.
On Monday evening, April 11, over 40 people from our church packed meals for
Ukraine at the “Meal from the Heart” facility in Stillwater. We filled nearly two
pallets with boxes of nutritious food. We also contributed another $2,000 to the
organization to help with the costs of materials, ingredients, and shipping.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 19th
beginning at 9:00am until approximately noon. Come anytime
during those hours when we will be tying the backing and
batting to the front designed quilt. No experience needed.
We tie regular knots with needle and embroidery thread.
We are always looking for new helpers, so just show up if interested. We are still
interested in having volunteers, iron fabric, cut fabric into squares, and sew squares
into a quilt top which we then finish into a quilt on Quilting Day.
Contact Mary Olson or Mary Trenda if you wish to help in any of these areas.

The BCAL Bayport Citywide Garage Sale is Friday and Saturday June 3&4.
Bethlehem will NOT be having a sale. Please support recycling in our community and
enjoy shopping at dozens of sales throughout Bayport.
Ginny/Dan
Sharon/ Mike
BETHLEHEM STAR
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On April 24 we asked the congregation to make a commitment to support the
Planting Hope Campaign of the St. Paul Area Synod. Many thanks go out to those
who have completed commitment cards. Remember the four emphases of the
campaign, all of which will impact our congregation favorably…





resources to help our congregations invite new people to life in the church
resources to help renew the congregations of our synod
resources to help raise up new leaders in the church
resources to start a new social service ministry on the east side of St. Paul
through Lutheran Social Services

A copy of the commitment card is included below. Please print it out and send it in if
you didn’t get the opportunity to do so on April 24th. You may also go to the church
website, www.bethlehemstar.org where you’ll find a very convenient way to support
the campaign through online giving. Paper copies of the card are being sent to those
who prefer to have paper copies of the newsletter.
Also note that 50% of your contribution will go directly to Bethlehem for building and
maintenance issues coming up in the future, including refurbishing of the church
doors, addressing the roof leaks and ice dam problems, and upgrades to the elevator.
If you wish, you have the opportunity to change the allocation of your gift.
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About a dozen people in our church have made themselves available to be “spiritual
listeners” to their fellow church members. Over the next month they will be reaching
out to their fellow members to listen to you and let you know that they care about
you. They want to hear your story of what the last couple of years has been like for
you as we’ve gone through this unusually challenging time of a worldwide pandemic.
Please welcome them when they try to contact you.

Washington County will be collecting hazardous waste and electronics (no
recyclables) on Saturday, May 21,from 8:00am-2:00pm at 1208 S. Greeley (by Lily
Lake Arena) in Stillwater. Document shredding will also be available. (4 boxes/
customer maximum).

1
3
6

7
8
9

11
12

Danielle Dombrock
Scott Radke
Anna Crowder
Brad Anderson
Rosie Asmus
Richard Larson
Sam Crowder
Katie Pilquist
Susan Dahlin
Cassondra Bilotta
Cian Chase
Ben Crowder
Rachel Dolgner
Lisa Glamm
Nicholas Bryant
Liam Minnick
Chad Bjorkman
Corey Magle

12

13

14
15
16
17
19
20

21
22
23

Chloe Monson
Desiree Monson
Sam Schoolman
Cady Solberg
Maggie Knuteson
Fernando Miranda
Ryan Bell
Dennis McCarthy
Paul Sockness
Luca Larson
Debbie Sawyer
Richard Bristol
Jennifer Kolashinski
Melinda Peulen
Nick Radke
Natalie Miranda-Warmus
Noah Schoolman
Shyanne Sawyer
Kieran Melville
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24
25
26

27
28
29
30
31

Shawn Felberg
Alissa Kellogg
Andrea Olson
Madelyn Young
Susan Lundin
Mary Olson
Sharon Knox
Jerry Langness
Nora Nelsen
Jay Peterson
John Jourdan
Eileen Lundin
Andree Aronson
Bohdi Deleo
Brook Radke
Tim White
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Bethlehem’s Altar Guild would like additional members! As a member of the Altar Guild, you make important contributions to the worship services at
Bethlehem Lutheran. Primary duties include changing paraments throughout the
church year, putting out flowers weekly, and setting up and serving communion
twice per month. We also set up banners in the church for special occasions
including Pentecost, Reformation Sunday, baptisms and funerals.
Additional duties you could take on if desired include baking the communion
bread once per month. For the last few years, one member has filled the altar
candles with oil on a regular basis, so the Altar Guild member did not need to do
that task. That and baking the communion bread are extremely helpful, and a
good match for someone who would like to be involved more “behind the
scenes”.
We in the Altar Guild cherish the time spent preparing the altar for communion
and worship. It is a blessed and holy time spent in the church, usually on
Saturday mornings. Prep time can take anywhere from ½ hour to an hour.
Sunday morning duties typically include assisting with communion when it is
offered. Typically, members do a month at a time, and if we can add
additional members, you might only need to do one month per year.
Please consider joining us! You can serve alongside an experienced member for
as long as you would like before taking on responsibilities yourself. We welcome
parents to include their children if they want to introduce them to this important
and special service opportunity. Please contact Lori in the church office if
interested, or any of the current Altar Guild members:


Becky Cummins at beckycummins@comcast.net



Andree Aronson at andreearonson@gmail.com



Mary Trenda at MFaye5491@gmail.com



Kristi Mahnke at Kristi.mahnke@andersencorp.com

May 8, 2022

“Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at
the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom,
and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks
well to the ways of her household and does not eat the
bread of idleness.” – Proverbs 31:25-28
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Confirmation Sunday is May 15th.
We have four students getting confirmed this year.
Confirmation Retreat was a great success.
Our theme was Prayer.

I want to thank everyone who helped set up and serve at the Easter Breakfast.

Graduation Sunday is June 12th.
Congratulations to the
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Volunteer as a family, or a group for Community Thread’s Spring
into Service, during the month of May.
Spring into Service matches groups of community volunteers
with local nonprofit organizations for this annual service event. Spring into Service allows volunteers to make a difference by assisting with projects such as
packing kits, sorting food, planting trees, and much more. Volunteers must be 8
years of age of age, volunteers between 8-15 must be accompanied by an adult.
Pick the project that’s right for you! You may chose up to 3 options that works
for your group. Help strengthen our community by volunteering for a project
that benefits a local nonprofit.
If you have a large group of 10 or more volunteers please contact Leanna Miller
at 651-789-4169 or email leanna@communitythreadmn.org
Spring into Service Volunteer form

BETHLEHEM STAR

May 2022 | 1 1
A Bethlehem Lutheran Church Production

A Bethlehem Lutheran Church Production

BETHLEHEM STAR

May 2022 | 1 2

Place Label here
490 N 4th Street • Bayport, MN 55003
http://www.bethlehemstar.org

Bethlehem
Lutheran
Church
Office • office.BLCBayport@gmail.com • Main: 651-439-3450
Pastor Rich Larson • Pastor.BLCBayport@gmail.com • Cell: 651-485-8676
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In Partnership with God,
with each Other,
with the World!

