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Grace and peace to you, the people of Bethlehem Lutheran.
I am your bridge-interim, Pastor Bonnie Lomen. I'm honored to be with you
until the 10th of July. I could spend time talking about my background in
ministry. I will just say I have worked in ministry with all ages. My ordination
provided me with 15 great years as a pastor. I can remember stating that I felt
I did 'bridge ministry.' By this I meant my call was to bring people and their
God together.
Now I find myself doing something named bridge-interim. I have the opportunity to bring you
into conversation with the God you worship. You can ask your questions of Him, thank Him,
perhaps express your doubts and fears. As you grieve the ending of your church's chapter with
Pastor Rich, there will also be things to celebrate. The hardest part of this coming season is the
work of self-examination. Our weeks together will be much like the Saturday before
Resurrection Sunday. You will not return to what you had been, but wonderful surprises are
ahead of you. New life comes to Resurrection people. While there is no going back, there is the
promise of being something new in Christ.
It was a cancer diagnosis which brought a stop to my full-time ministry. In fact, I was
given 9-12 months to live. Now, almost 4 years later, I live Saturday. There is no going back.
I am not what I was, and now live into what God is going to do with my ministry to serve Him.
I look forward to our brief weeks together. God is good ALL THE TIME.
Psalm 40:1-3
I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to me and heard my cry.
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire;
He set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.
He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear the Lord and put their trust in HIm.
Bonnie Lomen
Bridge Pastor, Bethlehem Lutheran Church
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Dear Bethlehem Friends,

As Nancy and I settle in to our first few days of retirement I want to
take time to thank you all for the wonderful celebration you put on
for me and my family on May 22. I was so proud to have my family
all there so that they could see you and you could see them. It will
be a day I will never forget.
I was so appreciative of the people who provided the music for the service. The program after
the service was so wonderful. What incredible gifts you gave me! The quilt, the State Park
camping permit, the money for travel, the cards, Brad Pederson’s handiwork, the bench, the
beautiful cross, and of course the beautiful Martin guitar, which I will cherish. I have already
received so much enjoyment out of playing it.
My thanks go out to all who helped to plan and implement the day. There are too many people
to name here. Just know that it was all greatly appreciated. I want you all to know that you
have an incredible staff to support you in the coming months. Lori Gergen, Office Administrator. She brings such joy and energy and commitment to her work. Ali Staloch, Youth and
Family Director. Ali is off to a great start. She is taking what was done before and is adding
her own creativity and energy to our Youth and Family programs. Dan Baumgartner our Director of Worship and Music, brings a gentle, cooperative spirit combined with great musical skill. And Karl Braun, is more than just a janitor. He is a custodian, meaning, that he truly,
truly, cares for our building.
Be sure to thank and honor the church council members, especially the Executive Board, Ben
Crowder, Constance Nelson, and Amy Lesicka. They have worked tirelessly to help the congregation navigate these new waters of preparing for and seeking a new pastor. They will
need your support and cooperation in the coming months.
You are all in good hands; the hands of people who are dedicated, committed, and faithful.
And, ofcourse, never forget that you are all in God’s hands. God has led you this far. God
will lead you into the future as well.
Thank you for the privilege of serving you as your pastor. Thank you for letting me be a part of
your lives. I will never forget you.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Rich
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To the members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
By now our Veterans have marched down Main Street in Bayport and we have remembered their
service. Service is a word we associate with Veterans or may be a caregiver but we here at Bethlehem have an opportunity to be of service. To each other, our community and our church. So,
what does that look like in today’s world? Who has the time with all the noise and
distractions? The Good news is that we have ample opportunity for you to help or be of service
to one of the many committees listed below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A/V
Creation Care
Dane’s Place
Hospitality/Ushering
Building & Grounds
Altar Guild
Worship Support
Admission-Church Council

These are just a few ways you can serve. Please seek out the folks on these committees. As we
transition, we need your support more than ever. Also, don’t be surprised if someone reaches
out from our Spiritual Listening Team to check in to how you have doing. Their service is to listen
to you. It’s that simple. The main concern here is that you are heard.
Finally, let’s welcome Pastor Bonnie Lomen, who will help guide us over the next 6 weeks until the
interim Pastor Eric Lesher arrives from Lincoln, Nebraska. Remember, they are here to help us
and walk with us during this time of transition. Let’s together be of Service to them as we tell the
story of Bethlehem and how we can continue to be of service to this community.

Ben Crowder
Council President

You may attend worship in person or on ZOOM. Contact the office if you wish to receive
the link. For other viewing options, please visit our website www.bethlehemstar.org.
•

BETHLEHEM STAR
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Church at the Lakeside Park in Shelter #3. Inclement weather plan, worship at
BLC. (NOTE WORSHIP TIME OF 9:30 a.m.)
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June 5

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

Genesis 11:1-9

Psalm 104

Acts 2:1-21

John 14:8-17, 25-27

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31

Psalm 8

Romans 5:1-15

John 16:12-15

1Kings 19:1-15a

Psalm 42 & 43

Galatians 3:23-29

Luke 8:26-39

1Kings 19:15-21

Psalm 16

Galatians 5:1, 13-25

Luke 9: 51-62

Day of
Pentecost

June 12
Holy Trinity

June 19
2nd Sunday
of Pentecost

June 26
3rd Sunday
of Pentecost

As part of the Planting Hope Campaign, the St. Paul Area Synod is partnering with
Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota to bring Families Together, a therapeutic
preschool, to St. Paul’s East Side. Families Together East Side will provide young
children with classroom instruction, mental health services, teacher-accompanies bus
transportation, and home visits that help families connect with life=changing resources.
The service will be trama focused, working with children suffering from neglect, abuse
or household dysfunction.
St. Paul Area Synod is seeking to raise @2.75 million for this and other projecs. We at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church can continue to pledge/donate to this campaing either
electronically via our website, or by check (noting Planting Hope Campaign in the memo
line). Remember that 50% of our donations will go toward our Special Building Appeal.

If you are interested in singing in our Bethlehem Chapel Choir this summer, or maybe
just want to see what it is all about, some sing with us. Dan Baumgartner, Interim
Music Director, has decided to hold Summer Choir for three Sundays. They will be June
26, July 24, and August 28. The anthems will be easy and we will meet at 8:00 am to
rehearse, then share our music at the 9:00 worship service.
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A small group of those that have traveled to Image, Tanzania, Africa will be working to
keep our partnership alive and well. With the help of Synod, other travel leaders in our
area, and our Bethlehem congregation we hope to continue to support scholarships,
projects and relationships with the Image parish. Designated monetary donations to
Bethlehem toward these goals are accepted at any time. We also ask that you keep
these wonderful people in your prayers. The Lutheran church is strong and growing in
Image, in part with past support from Bethlehem. We wish to keep that assistance
on-going. They appreciate it more than you can imagine. Travel to Tanzania is slowly
resuming post-covid.
If you are interested in visiting Image (which we highly recommend) contact any one of
us to help you connect with another travel group until Bethlehem is able to organize its
own trips again.
Mary Pilquist
Neil Stafford

Mike Knox
Linda Forcier

Quilting Day at Bethlehem will be held on Thursday, June 16th from
9am - 1:00pm. All are invited to come at anytime during those
hours to help tie quilts , iron fabric, or design a pattern with a
package of cut squares.
Call Mary Olson, 651-439-7652 or Mary Trenda 651-439-5478 with questions.

•

We have so many to thank for planning, organizing and helping Pastor Larson’s last
Sunday a blessed time of revisiting memories and making new ones. He certainly
felt the love of our congregation.

•

Thank you to Dwight C. for the new desk for our office.

•

Thank you to Mary G. for making the reservation arrangements for our July 3
worship.

•

Thank you to Ken Hannah for keeping our pianos tuned and ready to share music.

•

Thank you to the many hands that have continued the work and organization of our
new Kitchenette.

•

Thank you to everyone for extending your grace as we learn and transition over the
next few months.
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Dear Bethlehem,
On behalf of the family of Bob Lundgren, I would like to express our thanks to all of those who performed services at my father's funeral. Our gratitude goes out to Lori Gergen for her amazing coordinating efforts, Chappy Gibb for handling A/V, Dan Baumgartner for the lovely music, Karen McCloud
and the many volunteers for helping with the meal and desserts, and Pastor Rich for his spiritual support,
delivering
an
amazing
sermon,
a
doing
such
wonderful job singing “Go Rest High on That Mountain” at my mother’s request. Your words and your
kindness at our time of need will always be treasured by our family.
Sincerely,
Stephanie Dahl

June 19

6/2 Alison Bang
Stephanie Dahl
Sylvia Staloch
6/3 Lindsay Magle
Rosalie Staloch
6/6 Liam Dahlen
6/7 Hannah Reiter
Dennis Trenda
6/8 Ashley Hanson
Jane Sigstad
6/9 Mary Gilbertson
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6/10 Jean LaFave
6/11 Beth Burns
6/13 Charles Hogberg
Alissa Staloch
6/14 Maverick Erichsen
6/15 Becky Cummins
6/17 Sandra Bristol
6/18 Judith Atkins
6/23 Jason McCarthy
6/26 Ronald Sockness
6/28 Brad Benson

6/30 Dustin Dolgner
Michelle See
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For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may boast. ~Ephesians 2:8-9

Bob Johnson
Abigail Marie Odebrecht
Reese Ann Young
Rylan Orin Oachs
Pastor Rich
Samuel Jame Gallichant (not pictured)

Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct,
in love, in faith, in purity. ~1 Timothy 4:12
Savannah Benson Savannah will be attending Winona State University
this fall. She is majoring in Elementary Education with an emphasis in
Early Childhood Education. Savannah will be working as a lifeguard
through Stillwater Community education this summer. She also has
some trips planned to the north shore as well as California.
Elly Flaherty
Elly is attending the University of WisconsinMilwaukee. She wants to be a Nutritionist. She can be found this summer working at Boundary, a coffee shop in downtown Stillwater.

Marissa Fredericks Marissa will be attending the St Catherine's
University this fall majoring in Marketing. This summer she will continue
to work at Andersen's in the business office.

Kahlan Gergen Kahlan will be attending the Honors Program at Southwest Minnesota State University (SMSU) this fall, majoring in English and
Creative Writing with a minor in Entrepreneurship. She is seeking a parttime job and will be taking in all the extra family time.
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