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80" ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MINUTES
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH ¢ OCTOBER 27, 2024

1. Call to Order

President Mary Goulette called our annual meeting to order at 10:42a with 48 voting members counted
(total 46 in person & 2 via zoom) and additional active, nonmembers participating.

2. Devotions

Pastor Amy Vigesaa opened our 80th Annual Congregational Meeting sharing what she has been grateful
& thankful for at Bethlehem this past year and asking the assembled group to share what we have been
thankful for this past year. She led us in a devotion focused on Bethlehem’s tree image and our mission
& vision, then she led us in prayer focused on nurturing our roots via God’s Living Water.

3. Agenda Approval

Norm Grams made a motion to approve the agenda as published; seconded by Mike Knox. Motion
carried.

4. Secretary’s Report of the 2023 Annual Meeting

A motion was made by lan Patrick to approve the secretary’s report as published of our 79th Annual
Congregational Meeting held on 290ct23; Ben Crowder seconded. Motion carried.

5. Pastor’s Report / Pastoral Acts

Pastor Amy Vigesaa thanked her staff and our Bethlehem Lutheran Church family for their support. She
reminded us that we are planted in this place and asked to plant the seeds of Christ’s church here and
beyond through our global mission. Refer to Pastor Amy’s report for further details.

6. President’s Report

Mary Goulette reflected on her past year as Church Council President and the challenges & joys we have
experienced in our Bethlehem family. Refer to Mary’s report for further information.

7. Bethlehem Foundation Committee Reports

Becky Cummins highlighted that the Bethlehem Foundation is in its 22nd year and has given gifts of over
S79k since its inception. This fiscal year’s gifts totaled $4880.02 as distributed in 4 categories: Worship &
Music, Education, Missions and Youth & Family. Becky called attention to the published, current board
members and their recommended slate of future board members (plus addition of Lori Gleason as a
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member-at-large). Andree’ Aronson made a motion to accept the amended, recommended board
member slate; Amy Lesicka seconded. Motion carried.

The Memorial Committee documented disbursements including: artwork as a thank you to key AA
volunteers for their work repairing & refurbishing our basement dishwashing room, support God’s Work,
Our Hands 8Sep24 events and a pastoral 1yr anniversary gift. Refer to both Becky Cummins’ report and
the Memorial Committee report for full details.

8. Worship and Music Ministry Report

Daniel Baumgartner shared that one year ago he removed “interim” from his title and he highlighted how
pleased he has been with the participation and growth of the Bethlehem musical ensembles this past year.
Refer to Daniel’s report for additional insights.

9. Children, Youth and Family Ministry Report

Ali Staloch began by thanking Jenny Schoolman who volunteers her time & talents to the Confirmation
and Children, Youth and Family Ministry. Aly highlighted that our CY&F Ministry has reinitiated
participation in several retreats and camps during this past year. Refer to Ali’s report for more
information.

10. Bethlehem Lutheran Church Ministry Reports

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Women (BLCW) ...Wilma McGowan shared her thanks for all the
donations and support their group has enjoyed. She also shared that going forward the BLCW
will be changing their monthly meetings from Thursday to Wednesday mornings.

For additional details, refer to the BLCW'’s report.

Dane’s Place ...Refer to Bob Johnson’s report.

Creation Care Team ...Refer to the team’s report.

Giving Tree ...Refer to the team’s report.

11. Review of 2023-2024 Financial Performance

Our Treasurer, Hope Pederson provided a brief overview of our 2023-2024 financial performance that
yielded a $43,083 net income loss, primarily due to the unforecasted spike in insurance costs March
through September following non-renewal of our policy by Church Mutual while we still had a claim
pending. Hope expressed her gratitude for the significant, generous financial gifts that many of our
Bethlehem family made that helped offset our budget deficit. She also highlighted our steady progress
on paying down both our LOC and mortgages while sustaining our benevolences during the past year.
Brad Pederson highlighted that our Sunday worship attendance in the past month is now approaching
pre-pandemic numbers! Please refer to the printed handout, “Proposed Budget 2024-2025"”, shared
during the annual meeting, that summarizes the 2023-2024 BLC proposed and actual budgets.
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12. Presentation of 2024-2025 Operating Budget

Hope Pederson outlined the proposed budget with total income of $312,493 against total expenses
equaling the same, reflecting a 3.7% YOY increase as compared to our proposed 2023-2024 budget. The
2024-2025 proposed budget reflects a much more favorable insurance coverage cost than we have been
obliged to pay since Mar24 as we are now officially post-roof repair & refurbishment with documentation
to support our closed claim status (bid received 250ct24 for ~$13k/yr). Hope opened the floor for
guestions and comments: Mike Bahr asked what insurance company we plan to sign with going forward?
Hope & Mary advised that while we will continue to work with Valley Agencies, the name of the insuring
company is not finalized. Refer to the printed handout, “Proposed Budget 2024-2025", shared during the
annual meeting, that summarizes the proposed 2024-2025 budget.

13. Acceptance of 2024-2025 Operating Budget

Ben Crowder made a motion to accept the proposed 2024-2025 Operating Budget; Jenny Schoolman
seconded. Motion carried.

14. Election of Congregation Council Officers

Mary Goulette shared her heartfelt gratitude and a thank you gift to departing council members: Neil
Stafford, Constance Nelson, Amy Lesicka, Norm Grams & Ben Crowder. Mary referenced the slate of
candidates for 2024-2025 Council Officers and Council Members (see below). Norm Grams made a motion
to accept the Council Officers ballot as presented; second by Mark Schoolman. Motion carried.

Mary Goulette  President— YR2
Jody Miranda Vice President— YR2
Hope Pederson Treasurer —YR3

Andree’ Aronson Secretary — YR1

15. Election of Congregation Council
Our 2024-2025 Church Council Ballot and term status is shown below:
NEW: First year of 2yr term
Erin Wubben Mike Bahr
RETURNING: Second year of 1st 2yr term
Joy Montgomery
RETURNING: First year of 2nd 2yr term
Cole Gilman Mike Knox

No nomination for additional Council Members was made from the floor. Motion from Dodie Patrick to
approve slate as presented; second by Ann Gilman. Motion carried.
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16. Adjournment and Benediction

Pastor Amy thanked ALL our volunteers for their many contributions and blessed our gathering.
Constance Nelson motioned that we adjourn; second by Neil Stafford. Motion carried. Our meeting was
adjourned at 11:39a.

Respectfully submitted by,

Constance Nelson
2023-2024 BLC Council Secretary
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PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Grace and peace to you from God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.

Sharing life together in Christ is a beautiful thing. We are so blessed to have staff and church leadership
who work hard and keep God in the center of all we do as Bethlehem Lutheran Church. | would like to
thank: Daniel Baumgartner, Jenny Schoolman, Ali Staloch, Lori Gergen, Karl Braun, Mary Goulette, Jody
Miranda, Andree Aronson, Hope Pederson, Joy Montgomery, Mike Bahr, Cole Gilman, Mike Knox, and Erin
Wubben, as well as all our faithful volunteers that keep ministry going. Thank you for your partnership in
the gospel, for doing the work of Christ with love, and for leading with wisdom. It is a joy to work with
you!

2024-25 has been a year filled with life and hope. We have spent much time considering our core values
and refining language of mission and vision. We have identified five values to guide us in our ministry:
Faith, Compassion, Connection, Service, and Learning. Over the past year, we have gathered for worship,
bible study and prayer finding nourishment for our faith together. As we trust in God’s steadfast love and
mercy, our hearts are encouraged as we follow the way of Jesus. Throughout the year, | have seen this
congregation support people going through difficult times. Whether it be in providing a meal, making a
visit, volunteering to help with a funeral, giving to our discretionary fund to support those needing some
extra help, or assisting with our Blue Christmas service, you as the people of Bethlehem are shining the
light of Christ in the world through your compassion and care.

We have welcomed visitors and new members to our life together and remain committed to Christ-
centered community through the events and activities we offer. Our Lenten practice of “Why Jesus?” has
not only engaged us in holy conversation but has also taught us how to share our faith with one another.
As we learn our stories and witness how God has been present and active in our lives, it becomes easier
to articulate our faith to others. This is a vital aspect of how we live our faith in the world. Our men have
started meeting together and are enjoying Christ-centered community as the Watchmen’s ministry takes
shape. Our women enjoyed time together this summer, sharing meals and participating in a variety of
uplifting activities. Our youth love being together and are growing in faith, especially as we consider the
consistent time of confirmation and Sunday School.

Our “God’s Work, Our Hands” day of service was again, a time of joy as we made snacks packs for Valley
Outreach and SCUC food pantry, sang with the residents of Croixdale, gardened at Village Green, and did
projects at Dane’s Place. We enjoyed serving so much that many of you have encouraged more
opportunities to make service a bigger focus of our life together. This aligns with our values as we practice
our faith by supporting our neighbors and community.

We continue to learn and grow as people of faith through practice, experience and relationship. We seek
to become mature in Christ, learning above all to be more loving human beings in this place. We will learn
this as we embrace our values and lean into our mission: “Welcoming in Christ, growing in faith,
responding in love and service.” God is doing a work in us and through us. As we look ahead and consider
where God is leading Bethlehem in ministry, we trust that God has brought people together with the right
skills, giftedness, faith, time, and finances to do the work laid out for us. We are the Body of Christ,
members of one another, and working together for God’s good purpose.
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As we look to the days ahead, we will reflect the light of Christ into dark places and “shine like stars in the
world, holding forth the Word of Life.” (Phil. 2) In our baptisms, we are encouraged with these words
from the gospel of Matthew: “Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works

and glorify your Father in heaven.” May the light of Christ draw all people to Himself.

In Christ,

Pastor Amy

PASTORAL ACTS ANNUAL REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

October 1, 2024 - September 30, 2025

New Members

Erin Wubben October 20, 2024
Becca Shaw October 20, 2024
Jon Shaw October 20, 2024

October 20, 2024
December 22, 2024
December 22, 2024

July 01, 2025

Paul Tacheny
Joleana Holmberg
Shawn Holmberg
Jan Anderson

Baptisms
Charlie R. Shaw

Harvey Holmberg
Harrison Holmberg

October 20, 2024
December 22, 2024
December 22, 2024

First Communions
Ole Bruchu

Otto Bruchu

Patrick Tiesling
Raymond Wamstad
Stanford Wamstad
Sullivan Staloch

Thomas Tiesling

April 20, 2025

*Non-member

Confirmations
Clara Oachs

Marriages
*Grace (Ruhl) and John Shabaz

Funerals

Mildred E. Gilbert
Cynthia Hyhnke

Mildred G. Johnson
Robert K. Clements
Richard J. Hanson
Dorothy Fredricksen
Nancy “Carol” Avenmarg*
William “Bill” Nelsen

Transfers Out
None

April 27, 2025

October 5, 2024

January 22, 2025
May 27, 2025
June 12, 2025
June 17, 2025

August 3, 2025
August 5, 2025
August 9, 2025
October 4, 2025

6|Page



PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Greetings,

As | come to the close of my second year serving as Council President, | want to begin by expressing my
deep gratitude for the leaders and councils who came before us. Their faithful work laid the strong
foundation we continue to build on today.

There were moments during the past two years, especially during Pastor Amy’s and my own transition
into our respective roles, when | felt uncertain and overwhelmed. Stepping into something new can be
challenging, but as we both approach our second anniversaries in these positions, | can see how much we
have grown. It has truly been a journey of getting to know each other and working together toward a
common vision. Pastor Amy’s leadership and vision are taking shape, and it has been a blessing to see how
we are being guided as a community.

New and Exciting This Year

Men’s Watchmen Group

This group has brought fresh energy and ministry gifts to our community. From funding our new doors
to hosting the incredible chili cookoff, their presence has enriched our church. Beyond their service, |
sense that the men of this group have also discovered real brotherhood and connection with one
another, which is a gift in itself.

Women’s Wednesday Refresh
Led by Pastor Amy, this gathering created meaningful space for sharing, caring, and spiritual growth
in small groups. It was a beautiful example of how we continue to make space for all voices.

Vision Team
This team began the important work of revisiting our mission statement and guiding principles. They
have asked big faithful questions about who we are and who we are becoming.

Generosity Team
Their focus on stewardship and gratitude has helped us reflect on how our gifts fuel ministry.

The Connecting Point (Weekly E Newsletter)
This has become a phenomenal resource that gives us a clear picture of what is happening in the life
of our church each week and keeps us connected.

Honoring Our Roots

While we celebrate the new, we also give thanks for the faithful ministries that continue to form the
heartbeat of our church. These long-established teams and groups are often the quiet forces that shape
us into a community marked by compassion, generosity, and service.
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From the ushers who welcome us each Sunday, to those who care for our building and grounds, to the
hospitality and funeral teams who create sacred space in moments of joy and grief, each of you plays a
vital role.

We also recognize our worship assistants, whose presence and leadership help guide us through the flow
of each service. A heartfelt thank you to the Altar Guild, who ensure that our altar is adorned with
beautiful flowers throughout the year. And we are especially grateful to Mark and Jenny Schoolman for
the stunning ceiling fabrics that add beauty and a sense of awe to our sanctuary.

Groups like BLCW, the AV team, and our Creation Care and Foundation committees remind us of the
strength that comes from steady faithful presence. Your ongoing commitment is a gift to us all, and we
are deeply grateful.

Looking Ahead

As we reflect on the past year and look toward the future, Pastor Amy shared this verse with the church
council, and | find it deeply relevant as we seek God’s guidance:

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” — Luke 12:34

This verse invites us to consider what we value most, not only as individuals but as a church body. Our
time, resources, and efforts reveal where our hearts truly lie. My prayer is that our treasure continues to
be found in things that are eternal — growing in faith, serving others, building community, and furthering
the Gospel.

As we plan for the future, | find myself asking:
How do we continue living out our mission in a world that is always changing?

What will our church look like in five or ten years?

How can we plan and forecast with faith, creativity, and resilience?

These are not just my questions, they are ours. | believe the answers will come as we continue
walking together in trust and prayer.

With Gratitude
This year, we say goodbye to three outstanding council members — Hope, Mike, and Cole. Your service
has been marked by integrity, wisdom, and heart. Thank you.

In closing, | remain hopeful and excited for what lies ahead. We are seeking three new council members
to join us as we continue this journey together. With God's help, we are writing the next chapter of this
church’s story — rooted in love, open to transformation, and committed to walking forward together.
Thank you for the opportunity to lead.

Warmly,

Mary Goulette
BLC Council President



BETHLEHEM FOUNDATION COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
2024 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Bethlehem Foundation, which started in 2002 is now entering its 23™ year of supporting various
ministries in the community and world that are not supported by the general offering or operating budget.
A generous gift of $35,000 was given in 2002. We continue to partner with ELCA Foundation to help
manage to assets. The current balance as August 31%, 2025, is $130,841.83. The Darlene Lindabauer
restricted funds are still being used in the Bethlehem Youth and Family account to continue to support
the ministries that she supported while she was alive.

This year’s required distribution of $5,648.62 is 4.5% of fiscal year-end balance on September 30, 2025.
See below for a breakdown of total distribution

Education
Luther Point Bible Camp Scholarship $ 250.00
Bega Kwa Bega Scholarship S 500.00
Missions
Radio Furaha S 250.00
Community Thread S 300.00
St. Croix United Foodshelf S 300.00
Worship and Music
Alter Guild S 350.00
Music Program S 600.00
Youth & Family
Lindabauer Fund $1,582.00
Youth & Family S 611.00
Total $2,193.00
Discretionary
Valley Outreach S 567.00
Cimmaron Community Garden S 350.00
Total $ 917.00
Total disbursement $5,660.00
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Current Board Members

O President Ben Crowder

0 Vice President Cole Gilman

[ Secretary Beth Burns

0 Treasurer Joy Montgomery

0 Members-at Large  Nancy Kuckler & Lori Gleason

The board recommends this slate of officers and members. Each member can serve a maximum of 10
years on the board, serving 1, 2, or 3 year staggered terms.

O President Ben Crowder serving 2" year of a 2-year term

O Vice President Cole Gilman serving 2" year of a 3-year term

[0 Secretary Beth Burns serving 2" year of a 2-year term

O Treasurer Joy Montgomery served her 1-year term / check for open seat

[0 Members-at Large  Nancy Kuckler & Lori Gleason both serving 2" year of a 3-year term.

Thank you for the gifts the Foundation has received from the congregation this year. The more funds we
raise for the Bethlehem Foundation, the more we can support ministries within the church, community
and in the world. Please consider a gift to the Bethlehem Foundation in your year-end giving, general
giving, and estate planning, so together we can make a greater impact.

Respectfully submitted

Benjamin Crowder
President, Bethlehem Foundation
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MEMORIAL COMMITTEE REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

10/01/2024 - 09/30/2025

We are grateful for all the memorials we have received in memory of loved ones.
2024 - 2025 Memorial Gifts were given to the glory of God in loving memory of the following:

Cynthia Huhnke
Joanne Dahlin Woolsey
George Kuehn

Disbursements were made in the following manner:

No distributions made this year

Memorial Committee Funds Balance as of September 30, 2025, is $18,512.11

Memorial contributions to Bethlehem are used according to a family’s wishes when designated.
Undesignated funds are carefully considered by the Memorial Committee and when possible, purchases
are confirmed with the family. A Memorial Board is on display at the entrance to the Sanctuary with
names of members and friends who have passed away during the year.

We encourage donations to this fund. If you have any questions or suggestions regarding memorials,

please contact one of us.

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis & Mary Trenda
Wilma McGowan
Mary Olson

Hope Pederson
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRIES REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Bethlehem Lutheran Church has been blessed over the past year. Our staff team of pastor Amy, Lori, Ali
and myself continue to grow and develop together, and consistency in these positions will only help our
church to grow and develop in our community. Pastor Amy has proven herself to be a strong leader and a
great supporter of our music in worship. The Bethlehem music ministries continue to be a vital part of our
worship. As our programs continue to grow, | believe we are in a good position to serve God and our
community here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

Bethlehem has created a unique pattern of worship which enables the congregation to experience
worship in both the traditional, liturgical based manner and the contemporary praise song based manner.
Plans are to continue to alternate Sundays between organ/hymnody based worship, and praise band
worship led by the Bridge of Harmony group. The song base for contemporary music continues to grow,
and a number of new songs have been gradually introduced into the worship vernacular of the
congregation. The members of the Bridge of Harmony group are very dedicated to being a part of this
process and deserve much thanks and appreciation. The core members of this group are Andree Aronson,
Chuck Davis, Paul Goulette, Norm Grams, Jody Miranda, Hope Pederson, and Judy Smith.

There is an old African proverb that states, “If you can talk you can sing, if you can walk you can dance.”
The Bethlehem Chapel Choir and Handbell Choir ensembles are steadily growing, but there is room for
more members in each of our groups. The dedicated servants that we have are very faithful and consistent
and are doing their best, but higher numbers would make our praise even more glorious. We have
increased the number of male singers in our Chapel Choir, but it still stands out as our highest area of
need. Participating in an organized ensemble is a wonderful way to enhance the worship experience and
build bonds within our church community. | encourage any member with even a limited music ability (or
an interest to learn) to consider joining one of our ensembles.

The church’s musical instruments - organ, pianos, handbells, and handchimes - have been well kept up
and are in good working order. | commend the church council for keeping money in the budget for proper
upkeep of our fine instruments. Regular tunings of the pianos and the organ will be scheduled semi-
annually. We are beginning the process of making improvements to our audio system, which will likely be
laid out in three phases to take place over the next three years. The most recent improvements were
completed in 2010 and some components of the audio system are beginning to show their age. More
information on what items will need to be replaced and at what cost will be shared in the upcoming
months.

There is much to be thankful for, and much potential for greater things to come here at Bethlehem. Thank
you for your continued support of this vital ministry to our church.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Daniel Baumgartner
| 12



CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Children, Youth, and Family (CYF) programs are in full swing, and we are excited about all that is
happening this year!

Our goals for the year are to:

1. Teach the BLC kids about leading spiritual lives and having strong family morals in a friendly,
enthusiastic, and flexible way.

2. Share the vision and commitments of BLC while evolving our program with quality curriculum and
plenty of FUN!

This past March marked three years for me as your CYF Director. Since then, we have completed the spring
curriculum for the Activating Faith program, hosted the Easter breakfast, and celebrated with 1
Confirmation, 7 First Communions, recent graduates and a couple of sweet Baptisms.

Mid-summer brought us back together for worship for VBS where the day was water themed. We had fun
exploring Bible stories through prayer, songs, games, and snacks, welcomed some new friends.

In September, we kicked off the school year with a lively Rally Sunday. It was a beautiful fall day filled with
worship, service and community. Confirmation and Sunday School also began early September.

Looking ahead, we are excited about all the upcoming events, both traditional and maybe even some new
ones. It’s shaping up to be a fun and engaging year for our young people!

Thank you for allowing me to be part of their faith journey, and for supporting our CYF programming
through your regular attendance, financial gifts, dinners, and volunteer time. Your partnership means so
much.

With gratitude,

Ali Staloch
Children, Youth, and Family Director
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN MINISTRIES
(BLCW) COORDINATOR REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Our Purpose Statement: As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in
the church, in the society and the world.

Our Mission: To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

We met on the second Wednesday of the month during the months of September through May. Our first
hour was devoted to special service projects. After completing our service project, we have a snack served
by one of our members, a business meeting and a devotion or Bible study.

God calls us to live boldly, and He has given us much to live abundantly. As we meet together in active
discipleship we keep Christ in front of us, actively supporting each other, affirming one another’s gifts and
learn through our studies.

Some of our service projects:
Refresh the children’s “church activity bags”
Roll bandages from white sheets for Global Health Ministries
Support and work on quilts - Sent 18 quilts to LWR
Gather/prepare LWR Baby kits - 45
Baked for the Boutique Bake Sale in December
Helped set up and serve at funeral times
Arranged and replaced connection table centerpieces
Freshened Christmas wreaths
We are planning to sponsor a Christmas Boutique in December

We are also a part of the St Paul Synod East Central Cluster in our area, which meets once a year for
Christian fellowship, program and service project. On October 7™, we hosted the annual cluster meeting.
We also attend the annual Synodical Women’s Convention of our St. Paul Synod. We encourage all
Bethlehem women to attend these gatherings.

2024-2025 ACTIVITY SUMMARY

EARNINGS: EXPENDITURES / DONATIONS:

Boutique and Quilt Sales S 6,756.00 Church Doors $5,000.00

Member Offerings S 98.00 LWR S 200.00

Serving for funerals S 325.00 Quilt Batting S 303.00
Bayport Food Pantry $ 200.00

Current Balance $13,624.59 Synod S 50.00
Picture Repair S 80.00

Respectively submitted by, Donuts for Dads $ 75.00

School Supplies S 100.00
Hostas from Scouts $ 200.00 Page| 14

Wilma McGowan, BLCW Facilitator
Ginny Peulen, Treasurer



DANE’S PLACE ANNUAL REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

d m eIS Dane’s Place Shelter House continues to be a successful and welcome
: C oasis for families in transition in the St. Croix Valley.

As of last year, we have established a relationship with Solid Ground —a

local non-profit organization that provides supportive housing for
families experiencing homelessness. Their “housing first” philosophy works to move families into
housing first, and then provides the holistic services essential to their success and sustainability.

Our current family residing in Dane’s Place comes to us through Solid Ground.

Candace Malone and her three chidren: sons, Jahari and Juhlonnie and daughter Classie, moved into
Dane’s Place in early September of last year and are settled in and adjusting to the Bayport community.

Jahari is a junior at Stillwater Sr. High, Juhlonnie attends Stillwater Middle School and Classie attends Lily
Lake Elementary School.

Candace and her children are very grateful to have the opportunity to live at Dane’s Place and after a
year in residence will be looking to move on as new housing opportunities become available. She is
planning to further her personal success outside of Dane’s Place and transition back into the community.

Thanks to all who so generously give of their time, talent and funds to keep Dane’s Place in great
condition and to provide a welcoming and safe place to live for families in transition.

Please keep Dane’s Place families, both past and present, in your thoughts and prayers as we continue
to positively impact the lives of those in need in the St. Croix Valley!

Blessings to you all!

Bob Johnson
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BLC CREATION CARE TEAM REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Creation Care Team has worked with Pony Preschool this year,
collecting food scraps each week and delivering them to the

@REAT“@N Washington County Environmental Center where they are turned into

compost. We also collect the paper towels and Sunday’s food scraps.
ARE Our estimate is that about 30 pounds are saved from the landfill each
week. The large compostable bags and the compostable clamshells for
leftovers and cups are paid for through a BizRecycling Grant we received five years ago.

The team gave a presentation on reducing waste, reusing, recycling, and composting to the Bible Study
group in April and in May showed the Pony Preschool children compost produced from their food scraps.

With increased awareness, we’ll protect this beautiful creation.

Beth Burns Ben Crowder Mary Croft Linda Forcier

BLC GIVING TREE REPORT
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

2024
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BLC MEN’S MINISTRY: THE WATCHMEN
2025 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Bethlehem’s men’s group was formed in October of 2024. In November of
( H \_ 2024 we voted on our new name the “Watchmen” (Ezekiel 33).
\S—/H\ The last few months, we have been getting organized as to setting our goals
_I_’ for the future.
S In March we had a Chili Cook-Off including a silent and live auction as a
WATCHMEN fundraiser for our new church doors. In May we did ‘Muffins for Mom on

Mother’s Day.

In July, the Watchmen provided a picnic lunch for our congregation and People’s United after the
Ecumenical service at Lakeside Park in Bayport.

Coming up on November 8™, we are planning a Spaghetti Dinner for all.

For the 2025/26 year, Chuck Davis will lead the Watchmen.

Mike Knox
2024/25 leader

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
2024-2025 PROPOSED BUDGET

*The 2025-2026 PROPOSED BUDGET*

*will be available at the annual meeting for review*
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