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Dear Friends in Christ, as we begin this new year together I want to express my gratitude for all the 
great things you folks have done for Bethlehem over the Advent/Christmas season. 
 
I am so thankful for¤ 
 
the executive board and the council for overseeing the upgrading of many of our church building 
systems so that they are up to code for insurance purposes. 

all those who organized and participated in the Bethlehem Christmas Giving Tree program. (see the 
thank you notes from appreciative families posted at BLC) This is what Christmas is all about! 

all those who baked cookies for the many cookie trays that were sold to make money for 
church ministries. 

all those who organized, participated, and supported the annual BLC Christmas  
Boutique which once again made well over $5,000 for BLC Ministry Projects. 

all those who helped to decorate the church for Christmas, lights, wreathes, trees. This year the  
sanctuary was especially beautiful thanks to the efforts of David Lim and the Schoolman family. 

all those who organized the visits to our Bethlehem Seniors and brought them Christmas goodies and 
poinsettia plants. 

the choirs of Bethlehem who practice so hard and bring such joyful and meaningful music to our wor-
ship experience. 

the actors, directors, youth, and writers who participated in our delightful Christmas program,  
December 16. 

the BLC quilters who faithfully meet every month to make beautiful quilts to give out as gifts and also to 
sell for Bethlehem ministry projects. Hundreds of dollars were sent for hurricane relief from quilt 
sales this year!! 

the volunteers, bakers, servers, and boy scouts who serve the Second Sunday Supper as a 
free community meal to the public. They consistently serve 60-70 people who come for a deli-
cious, nutritious, home-made meal, and for a great social connection. 

The Dane®s Place board who is working tirelessly to help our Dane®s Place family from Cuba Ĝnd jobs, 
transportation, health care, work, and housing. 

Volunteers who help at the local Valley Outreach Food Shelf, helping low income folks get the food 
they need in a digniĜed way and with respectful treatment. 

Volunteers who put in shifts at the H̄ope for the Journey Home° homeless shelter, preparing meals, 
visiting with families,  
playing with the children, and doing an overnight shift. 

 
I®m sure there are many others who are doing special things for the church that I have forgotten. Please 
accept my apologies. Just know that you are appreciated for giving of your time and energy for the minis-
tries and missions of our church. We might be small in comparison to some others. But we pack a big 
punch!! 
 
Peace and Blessings to all for the New Year.   
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TAKING DOWN THE GREENS ð Sunday, January 6  
 

It is time again to take down the Advent/Christmas decorations for this year. We had especial-

ly meaningful decorations in the sanctuary, streamers and stars that directed our attention to 

the cross and reminded us of the words of the prophets over the ages pointing to a coming 

messiah.  

 

After worship on Sunday, January 6, please stay around to help put away the trees, lights, and 

decorations. We will also need a crew to put away the stable and manger scene outside. We 

will start work about 10:30 a.m. A light lunch will be served about 11:45 a.m.  

 

Do you have something you could bring to share for the lunch? Please contact the church of-

fice.  
 

 

BLC ACTION TEAMS 
 

Over this next year we hope to strengthen and re -vitalize some of our Bethlehem Action 

Teams. Some are functioning quite effectively. Some need a little building up. If you would be 

willing to serve on a team and help it be more effective, or if you would like more information 

about what areas this team covers, please speak with a council member or Pastor Larson.  

 

Building and Maintenance Team  Creation Care Team  

Youth and Family Team    Mission and Ministry Team  

Worship Music Team    Spiritual Growth Team  

Technology Team  
 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD!  SAVE THE DATES!   
 

Annual Variety Show/ Dinner  - February 8, 6pm  
Participate in a fund raiser for Children, Youth & Family and Music  

 

Bethlehem Ski Trip,  March 18 -21 ð March 9 -15, 2019 
We ski for three days, March 11,12,13. The cost is estimated to be around $550, which includes 

train ticket, four nights lodging, three days skiing, breakfasts, and lunches. See Bob Johnson 

and/or Pastor Rich for more details and to sign up!  

#ÈÕÒÃÈ .Å×Ó 
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To our BETHLEHEM VISITSTION VOLUNTEERS ð THANK YOU for giving the gift 

of your time to share Christõs love via your support our Bethlehem Visitation  

Ministry!  Visiting our less mobile Bethlehem family & friends to share poinsettias, 

cards and treats to is a gift to them that is magnified and returned to each of us.  

 

Blessings to you and yours,  
 

          -

BETHLEHEM BOUTIQUE ð Final tally for the 2018 boutique reached over $6,000 which is a 

new record high!  Now we would love your input regarding worthwhile ways to put this mon-

ey to work here at Bethlehem and in the greater community.  In the church annual report, 

you can see how many ways these profits were utilized in 2018.   We have already designat-

ed $1,000 for African scholarships again for 2019.  The BLCW members will be meeting in Jan-

uary to discuss other worthwhile expenditures.  A new coffee making system has already 

been suggested.  Please contact any BLCW member if you see a need here at Bethlehem 

or have an old or new cause to support in the community.   

Thanks! 

       -

GIVING TREE ð We received handwritten heartfelt notes of gratitude for the generosity 

shown by our congregation from two of the families that were touched by this yearõs Giving 

Tree and other donations.  They are posted on the main bulletin board for you to read.  

Thanks again for showing Godõs love through supporting this important ministry. 
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If you have questions about Children Youth and Family Ministries at Bethlehem, 

contact Katie Engelking at  CYF.BLCBayport@gmail.com  

Youth Sunday  
January  27 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ 9ÏÕÔÈ Ǫ &ÁÍÉÌÙ  

Ministry resumes today, Wednesday, January 2  
3:15 Wednesday After School Kids     6pm  Confirmation  

-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ 

BLCW JANUARY MEETING 
will be in the forum room on 

Thursday, January 10 th at 1 pm.  

with Mary Trenda as hostess.    

All are welcomed, come join us!  

QUILTING 
Quilters and anyone interest-

ed will be meeting January 17 

and the 3rd Thursday of each 

month in TheFellowship Hall 

from 9am until about noon .  

 

No expertise needed as we can teach you!   

 
Questions?   Mary Trenda trendam@comcast.net  
  Mary Olson mbolson@comcast.net  

CROIXDALE BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study will start up again on Tuesday, January 8. We gather with coffee 

and treats, prayers, and bible studies eachTuesday morning at 10:00 am. in the Club Room of 

the Croixdale Residence on Hwy. 95 N., on the north side of Bayport.  

Choir Rehearsals resume on Wednesday, January 9     
                      

6pm  Bell Choir         7pm  Chapel Choir             8pm Bridge of Harmony  

 

If you have questions about choir or music ministries at Bethlehem,  

contact David Lim  at davidm.lim32@gmail.com .  

mailto:amyellamatthew@gmail.com
mailto:CYF.BLCBayport@gmail.com
mailto:trendam@comcast.net
mailto:marbolson@comcast.net
mailto:davidm.lim32@gmail.com
mailto:davidm.lim32@gmail.com
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  Treats  Ushers Readers Worship Asst.  AV ACOLYTE 

Jan 6  
Epiphany  

Tippie Be-
gerg  
Mary Pilquist  

 Hope Pederson  Hope Pederson  Mark Schoolman  Jenna Ellis 

Jan 13  
Baptism of our 
Lord  

 
Ann Johnson  

 
Mary & Jim  
Pilquist  

 
Dwight Cummins  

 
Dwight Cummins  

 
Mike Knox  

 
Addyson  
Preuss 

Jan 20  
Youth Sunday  
Second Sunday  
after Epiphany  

 
Mary Pilquist  

 
Mary & Jim  
Pilquist  

 
Hope Pederson  

 
Hope Pederson  

 
Dennis McCar-
thy  

 
 

Jan 27   
Youth Sunday  
Third Sunday after 
Epiphany  
 

  
BLC Youth  

 
BLC Youth  

 
CYF Person 

 
Mark Schoolman  

 
Violet Dahl  

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ     Leader:  Julie Grams 
          Phone: 612-599-0467 
   Email:  julie.grams@comcast.net 

  

January Mary Trenda  
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Christ Lutheran Church of Marine on St. Croix  
continues its annual Traditional Swedish Dinner scheduled 
for January 17, 2019.  

Serving time extends from 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  
Continuous seating moves patrons efficiently to their tables.  

The cost of this All You Can Eat meal is $20.  
Ages 16 and under eat free. All proceeds directly support 
local, national and international mission projects.  


